Treatment of postoperative otorrhoea by grafting of mastoid cavities with cultured autologous epidermal cells.
Autologous cultured keratinocyte layers were grafted onto the unepithelialised open mastoid cavities in 8 patients with otorrhoea for 2 to 32 years. All procedures were done on an outpatient basis without anaesthesia, except for local anaesthesia for skin biopsy. The cultured keratinocyte layers adhered well to the bed of granulation tissue lining the mastoid cavity and formed an excellent protective covering of stratified squamous epithelium. All 8 patients have been free from otorrhoea for the 2 to 6 months since grafting.